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Across the Continent… 

International Leadership Conference 
Pastors and leaders from a number of countries gathered at Bethel Christian 

Fellowship in St. Paul, MN in late July to attend the “Ethics and Advocacy” con-

ference, organized by Pastor Justin Byakweli, pastor of the FCA Congolese con-
gregation associated with BCF. 

The conference addressed lead-
ership challenges affecting the 
church in developing countries. 

Byakweli has conducted leader-
ship conferences every two or 
three years since 2008. “My goal,” 
he said, “is to help leaders minister-
ing on the frontlines.” For several 
years BCF has partnered with 

Byakweli to conduct the confer-
ences, providing teachers, facilities, 
and housing for those who attend. 

Walking Wounded. Many of 
those attending are the “walking 
wounded,” Byakweli said. “They 
are ministering to suffering people while they themselves are suffering,” he said. 

“I want to pull them aside and put them in 
the ‘clinic’ to receive healing so they can 
go back out on the frontlines.” 
    Amazing Stories. Dr. Steven Rasmussen, 

lead pastor of BCF noted  the high caliber 
of leadership among the delegates—as 
well as their personal stories: two have 
worked 22 years for reconciliation follow-
ing the Rwandan genocide; others have 
confronted corruption in business and 
government in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; one, formerly a “lost boy” 

from South Sudan, is now working with theological education in Nairobi. 
Rasmussen, who spent more than 20 years as a missionary in Africa, ad-

dressed the problem of witchcraft in African culture. Another presenter, Dr. Jim 

Olson, president of Pilgrim Center for 
Reconciliation and former lead pas-
tor of BCF, taught on the kingdom of 
God—Shalom in all its dimensions—
along with a clear process of the 
change agency necessary to move 
towards that goal.  

Byakweli has held similar leader-
ship conferences in Africa—in Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, and Congo. The next 

U.S. conference is being planned for 
2020. 

Dr. Justin Byakweli (L), pastor of International Chris-
tian Fellowship in St. Paul, greets conference partici-
pants alongside Associate Pastor Mike Birindwa, who 
did much of the translation work for the conference.  

Conference presenters (L-R): Richard Cunning-
ham, Justin Byakweli, Jim Olson, Steven Ras-
mussen. 

With only the 
theater and their 
apartment for 
ministry space, the 
Lees often use 
public settings. 
Here two women 
pray in a café—
while a gay rights 
parade passes by.   

…Around the World 

Uganda. Out of 
Uganda’s 40 million 
population, 90 per-
cent are 
“unbanked,” mean-
ing they cannot 
physically get to 
banking services. 
Yet, 60 percent own 
mobile phones, a fact not lost on Hen-
ry Damulira, who attends Seguku Wor-

ship Centre where Steve Mayanja, well-
known FCA minister with the World 
Outreach Ministry Foundation, is from. 

Henry developed a mobile platform 
for simple cell phones, giving banking 
services to rural Ugandans—especially 
savings. His innovation led to a start-up  
 company, Airsave, and a  
 second-place finish in Africa’s  
 2016 “startup” cup. Read more  
 about Henry’s story at  

 fcaministers.com./category/ 
 missions/ 
     More FCA news and views 
 are available at  
 fcaministers.com as well as the  
 FCA Facebook page. 

ALL IN. Beau and Renata Lee prepare 
for ministry in New York City. 

Church and ministry 2019 FCA registration 
renewals are just around the corner.  Canadian 
pastors will see several innovations making the 
process more convenient—including the launch 
of online renewal forms with a secure login and 
user-friendly navigation. The administration 
team will be contacting all registered members 
to explain how the new process works. 

Attention: Canadian Pastors and Churches! 

In the Thick of It. Launching a church 
in Manhattan is not a task for the 
faint of heart. Enter Beau and Renata 
Lee, who started an FCA church 
three years ago. Hope Church meets 
in the Vineyard Theater, a half block 
from Union Square Park. 


